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2012 UOL Essay Contest
Pre-K and Kindergarten:

Draw a picture of what you think the Lord’s house looks
like.

Grades 1 and 2:

Draw a picture of a dwelling (house) Christ may have lived
in and write 2-5 sentences about how he lived.

Grades 3 and 4:

Write 5 to 8 sentences explaining who your brothers and
sisters in Christ are and how you know.

Grades 5 and 6:

Write 50 to 75 words explaining how children lived during
Christ’s life time, how is it different from how you live?

Grades 7 and 8:

Write 80 to 125 words explaining how your belief in Christ’s
teaching helps you to not give in to peer pressure.

Grades 9 and 10:

Write 125 to 200 words explaining the feeling you get when
you are with your brothers and sisters in Christ and why
you feel that way.

Grades 11 and 12;

Explain how your brothers and sisters in Christ have
helped you through a particularly difficult time in your life.

18 years and over:

This year’s convention theme is “Behold how good and
pleasant it is when brothers and sisters dwell together in
unity.” What do you do to help the younger generation wrap
this feeling around themselves?

CONTEST GUIDELINES AND RULES

1. Entries must be postmarked by May 30®, 2012. NO
ENTRIES WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER MAY 30™ 2012.

2. NO NAMES ON THE FRONT OF ANY ENTRY.

3. All entries must include the following information:
Participant’s first and last name, age, grade, and the
name and address of participant’s parish, including
city and state.

4. Drawings no larger than 12" x 18" and NO name on the
front of drawing. Please attach a COVER PAGE or use
the BACK of the drawing for the information listed above.

5. Written entries must be on 8 12" x 11" papers. Include a
cover page with the identifying information listed above.
Entries for 9" grade and above must be typed or printed.

ALL ENTRIES WILL BE JUDGED FOR CONTENT, CREATIVITY AND NEATNESS.

Mail entries to:
UOL Essay Contest
c/o Theresa Linck
8 Carina Dr.
Milltown, NJ 08850

Please direct any questions to Theresa Linck at:
tiz0430@optimem.net

(Heresy of Islam - continued from page 5)

Islamopraxis. You may have heard of the “Five Pillars of Islam.” These
describe the main practices of Islam. The first is the profession of faith in
Allah and Mohamed as his prophet. This implies a belief in the perfection of
the Koran (the thing that was revealed through Mohamed) and the
righteousness of Mohamed as a role model for all believers. Unfortunately,
Mohamed spent the last half of his prophetic ministry as a warlord. While
his behavior may have been enlightened by 7t century Arabian standards, it
— especially as elaborated in the official Haddith (the sayings of Mohamed
and his followers) and Sunnah (the biography of Mohamed) — is hardly
civilized by modern (much less Christian) standards. Tyrants and terrorists
are not making things up when they claim to be acting in accordance with
Islam. Thank God that most Muslims are more selective in deciding which of
Mohamed’s behaviors to follow.

Three of the other pillars — prayer, fasting, and almsgiving (tithing) - are very
similar to our own, although Muslims often seem to take them more seriously
than we do. For example, every Muslim sets aside several parts of each day
for prayer. This prayer is marked by prostrations and is often done in common,
especially on Friday, the holy day of the week in Islam. Daily prayer rules
and prostrations are proscribed for the Orthodox, but seem most often honored
in the breach. This practice develops a sense of community, humility before
God, and piety among the Muslims that we would do well to recover for
ourselves. Similarly, almsgiving is a set percentage (2.5%) of total assets that
sets the minimum yearly standard for Muslims. The resulting charity is greater
than the “dues” expected in many of our parishes. Real sacrifice satisfies the
goal of charity of assisting the poor and developing compassion for the
oppressed and thanks to God among the giver.

The fifth pillar, the holy pilgrimage or Aaij is similar to our own concept, but
on a much grander scale. All Muslim men who are able are required to go to
Mecca at least once in their lifetime. The closest many of us get to the solidarity
of the yearly Aajj is homecoming in a major football town. Now imagine
that, but with over a million people all renewing their dedication to God and
building solidarity with other Muslims of every race and culture. If we had a
sense of the true universality of the Church and the transcendence of the
Divine Liturgy, every Sunday would be a greater Hajj than theirs and would
have an even greater impact — for our pilgrimage is not to a holy place but to
heaven itself and all are called to make it every week. We would recognize
the unity of the Church and the divisions between us would simply melt away.

Jihad — the Sixth Pillar of Islam. Jihad means “struggle” and there are
generally thought to be two expressions of it within Islam. The first is the
“inner” struggle. It is the Islamic equivalent of Orthodox asceticism: all
Muslims are called to continually submit to God and live righteous lives. The
second can range from a political struggle for righteousness to violent conflict
or holy war (there really is a lot of the latter in the scriptures of Islam). When
it comes to violent jikad, all Muslims are called to support it when they live in
an Islamic state and that state is invaded by non-Muslims. This is why al-
Qaeda and the Taliban insist that the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq were Western
invasions of Muslim lands: to the extent Muslims accept this frame, they
must support their efforts. The legitimacy of other violent jikad varies: a
minority of Muslims find support in their scripture for a continual violent war
against unbelievers; and while all believing Muslims desire that all men submit
to Allah and Islam (like Christianity, it is an evangelical faith), few support
violence in getting there.

More on Jihad. Those who are familiar with our Old Testament, and especially
books like Joshua, will note that it can be quite violent: God calls for a holy
war against many nations just as Allah does in the Koran. So what is the
difference? Why is the modern world threatened more by Islamic jihad than
Christian jihad? There are two main reasons, one sociological and the other
theological. Sociologically, majority Muslim nations feel themselves to be
disadvantaged (not without reason) by the world system and express their
rage using the idioms and expectations of Islam, to include jikad.
Theologically, Christians do not base their actions and faith on scripture, but
on Christ and His Church. The violent parts of the Old Testament are
interpreted through the love, mercy, and salvation of Christ and the Church
teaches this correct understanding. The Muslims have no such filter for their
scripture: the Koran is perfect. The only filters between the violence in the
Koran and violent action by believers are the humanity of each Muslim and
that of their teachers. Glory to God that His image and breath are in them and
His Spirit tries to bring them to the Truth!

In Conclusion, Islam contains enough of the truth for it to be considered a
Christian heresy. It is not the Truth, but has enough echoes of it to point the
earnest seeker in the right direction. It is our responsibility as Orthodox
Christians to use the things we share with the Muslims as bridges so that we
can lead them to the hope, joy, and truth that are most perfectly found in
Christ and His Church. We cannot demonize Islam or Muslims, nor can we
pretend that their heresies are trivial. It is Christ’s desire that all be saved,
and it is only through Him that this is possible. Mohamed set a severe
(continued on page 7)
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St. Vladimir’s Junior UOL Chapter
Philadelphia, PA
Submitted by Lynn Nemeth

The holiday season is a time when family and friends get together and Saint
Vladimir’s had many holiday events to bring family and friends together. Right
after Halloween, the junior chapter prepared a fall festival for the Sunday School
students. We decorated pumpkins with stickers and markers and decorated
cupcakes with icing and lots of sprinkles. The big hit was eating hot dogs topped
with festive condiments of ketchup and mustard. Each child brought their

Halloween costume and we had a parade of the creative characters. They also
left with goody bags filled with holiday treats.

Our other holiday event was December 18th, when St. Vladimir’s parish was
visited by St. Nicholas. He brought presents for the junior chapter children as
well as the Sunday school students. While he visited the junior chapter held our
annual cookie walk. Members of the chapter donated five dozen cookies and

then were able to swap with other members. This is a great idea to receive an
abundance and variety of multiple types of cookies. The junior chapter made
$237.50 and it was a great success!

The Vkrainian Orthodox League
Christian Caregiving and Missions Commission
“Souper Bowl” Sunday ~ February 5, 2012
I's NOT about footballl

1t 1S about feeding the hungry!
Help Make a Difterence.

Make a donation to help St. Andrew’s Society

Soup Kitchens in Ukraine
Forward

ﬁ = ! donations to:
V.0.L
"l i i t ? Financial

Secretary

Mrs. Pam
Scamnell, 2000
Clover Drive,
Vestal, NY
13850

Questions?

Please contact
Christian
Caregiving and
Missions
Chairmen:

P.M. Mary Anne
Nakonachny,
nackos3201@gmail.com

or Justina Mills,

jamills94@comcast.net

UOL LENTEN RETREAT

Retreat will focus on Services of Great Lent

SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 2012
VILLA MARIA, PA
(approximately 1 hour from
Pittsburgh and Parma)

For more information contact
Diane Senedak 330-792-6699

dkssenny@aol.com

(Heresy of Islam- continued from page 6)

stumbling block before Muslims when he made the rejection of Christ a
fundamental part of Islam. We must help them over this obstacle. As Christ
Himself said (St. Matthew 28:18-20); “All power is given unto me in heaven
and in earth. Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit: teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with
you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”

Fr. Anthony is the priest at St. Michaels in Woonsocket and teaches
about spirituality at St. Sophia Seminary. He wanted to write more. He
encourages you to write him if you want to know more about Orthodoxy
and Islam or want to point out the problems in this presentation.
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All Saints Camp 2012 Winter / Spring U A _donation fo the Tribute Fund is an acknowlec{gment of a
Work Weekend Schedule Milestone, Memorial, or Accomplishment, or is a Special
° O Recognition of an individual or group. Your much-appreciated
January 20th to 22nd contribution is used to support and further the Mission of the
March 9th to 11th L Ukrainian Orthodox League. All donations are published in the
. UOL Bulletin.
April 27th to 29th
Donor Occasion/Tribute
If you are interested in participating in any of these work weekends or T . .
. : Catherine Shaefer  In loving memory of our brother,
would like to schedule another time to come and volunteer at the camp,
lease contact: R John Lesky (1925-2004)
P ' from Catherine, Helen, Julie and Joe.
Michael Nakonachny Hans Harasimchuk | .
(440) 503-3151 (440) 212-4976 . To submit your Tribute: Submit a card that includes your Name
michael @allsaintscamp.org hmharasimchuk@gmail.com B and Address, the Name of the Person to Receive the Tribute, the
) occasion of the Tribute (for example In Memory of or To Honor),
and the Name and Address of the person to whom an
T acknowledgement card should be sent. For a contribution of $20
All Saints Camp or more, the name and occasion is printed in the UOL Bulletin.
Upcoming Events =
F:_nm‘,;e;t% S UOL Tributes should be submitted to:
ept 2—Sept . . . . .
Contact: Pani M:tka Mary‘;nne Nakonachny Natalle Bl|yn3ky 703 Plne Rldge Road Medla, PA 19063
e Please make check payable to Ukrainian Orthodox League.
ASC Meeting
Sept 10, 2011
10:00 AM at St. Vladimir's in Parma, OH
Contact: Emil Skocypec/Eric Senedak
seskonj@aol.com/emsenadak@gmail.com . .
ok Weakent Public Relations — Web Page
Sept 16-18, 2011
rnjnako@Ifr.;r:t::stt:rahtnt::.ZedluNf:I::::rca};?:{:hau':(g:r:si:T::;uffri;i;::::SQZmaiI.com Don,t forget to Smeit information to the UOL Webpage'
R Any chapter member can submit information for inclusion on the
mjnako@ I?:;:t::stt raht::.: :T:Ilur::l::: :ahs?:chhaur::@':jiﬁllT:;“f:ri":f:’:“!.dak il.com We b pag e "
A—a"'—si,ifl, z?f'lmt Submission of events should be submitted to the Public Relations
G R ek i Chairperson via the new email address uolofusa@gmail.com.
T You also can submit content using the link:

Contact: Pani Matka Mary Anne Nakonachny/Christine Mills
nackos3201@gmail.com/cmills63 @comeast.net

DCsC
June 24—July 7, 2012
Ic
July 8—luly 21, 2012
tMomnn/te & Daddy/Me ATTENTION BULLETIN READERS:
luly 30—Aug 3, 2012
Contact: Natalie Kapeluck Nixon/uocyouth@aol.com

http://uol.orthodoxws.com/submission.html

We haven't moved but our post office has -
when submitting items for the UOL Bulletin -
please note the change in address:

www.allsaintscamp.org

Natalie Bilynsky 703 Pine Ridge Road MEDIA, PA 19063

MALANKA
Youngstown, Ohio
_ NONPROFIT
Saturday January 28, 2012 oL Bulletn ORGANIZATION
) c/o Natalie Bilynsky US POSTAGE PAID
Dinner Buffet 5:30 pm—7:30 pm 703 Pine Ridge Road NEW BRUNSWICK NJ
Doors open at 5:00 pm Media, PA 19063 PERMIT NO 1186

Dance 7:00 pm—11:00 pm

Featuring the musical styling's of
The Del Sinchak Band and DJ Weird AL
Cash Bar 5:00 pm—10:30 pm
No outside beverages permitted
Champagne Toast 10:00 pm
Hats & Noisemakers For All

Dinner & Dance Tickets
Call 330-799-7911 or 330-538-3447
Or purchase yours at The Orthodox Center
Mondays & Wednesdays 6pm—8pm
Advance Tickets:
$20 per Adult — $5 Young Adults
At Door:
$25 per Adult — $10 Young Adults
Children 5 and under Free
The Orthodox Center
1025 N. Belle Vista Ave
Y-town's West Side
DISCOUNT PRICES

EXPIRE JAN. 16.




